
Minutes for Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association 
Board Meeting

Monday June 16, 2014

The Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association (PHNA) board of directors meeting was called to 
order at: 6:30 p.m. in the Meadowridge Library Reading Room.  Board members in attendance 
were: Gloria Meyer, president; Sharon Whitney, treasurer; and Kristy Gamble secretary. Charley  
Gamble, Jan Minardi and Joan Brooks--block representatives also attended.

Reports

Minutes were not done in time. Will be reviewed through e-mail.

Financial Report: Sharon Whitney, treasurer, reported that 17 memberships came in.  We also 
had contributions and a payment from MG&E for their ad in the newsletter. Current balance is 
1683.92, not including payments in PayPal.

SWMCO. Gloria reported on the SWMCO (Southwest Madison Community Organizers) 
preparatory meeting for a later meeting with District police department. The workgroup 
focussed on two areas: procedures for the troubled neighborhoods and the problem of break-ins 
in the neighborhood. The workgroup will ask the police about strategies, goals, 
implementations, and communication.  They hope to meet in beginning of July. SWMCO also 
received a grant to conduct Interviews door to door this summer in neighborhoods to help us 
learn about what the neighborhoods need and what assets already exist that may not be used.

Sharon reported on Focused Deterrence: Meeting on June 11th.  This is a new concept for this 
area.  The program seeks to call in offenders to offer a choice between attempting to change 
their lives or continue to commit crimes.  Attending the meeting were: police officers from the 
West District, community leaders and service providers.  A 21 year old came with his  family and  
listened to what was being said.  He was told about resources for help but also what his future 
will be like if he doesnʼt change his path.  He was given a tough message.  Hopefully this will 
make a difference.

Neighborhood Resource Team (NRT)  Sharon reported that they looked into various 
surveys about choices for the budget for 2015.  The recommendation from the team 
was for traffic abatement and street lighting. The neighborhood center was not 
mentioned in the recommendations at all but was in the sampling of the residents.  
Send comments and questions to either Gloria or Sharon. The NRT meeting will be the 
26th from 12:30 to 2 at Good Shepard.

Discussions

Membership campaign is going well.

Message board in Pilgrim Park.  We picked a site and asked the Park Department to 
could dig around the concrete so we can plant.



Waltham: took 20 newsletters to solicit members that night and will take 80 more. The 
Board may ask for a Waltham representative for the board meetings.

Neighborhood Watch:  What to do.  Now we are managing list serv, having contacts with 
police but could do more.  We could sponsor neighborhood meetings so people can get 
to know each other and disseminate more information.  We need someone who can 
organize this program, someone who is interested in it, and can spend time on 
educating people on what they can do.

Make Music Madison: June 21st 2 to 4, at Lucy Lincoln Hiestand Park, We will be casual 
about it, send fliers out through e-mail, call it Kids Make Music.  We will have crafts for 
instruments, jugs of water, take pictures, make signs, help them march and play to 
music.

July 4th picnic: 4-6 Pilgrim Park. Sharon has already purchased plates, napkins, knives 
and forks, and plastic tablecloths. Jan and Sharon will bring canopies for extra shade.  
Gloria will do signs, bring a grill for marshmallows, chocolate, graham crackers for 
sʼmores and Sharon will bring brats, hotdogs, buns, mustard, ketchup, and relish.  Joan 
will bring water and get it to Jan to keep cold.  Gloria will bring bike decorations, crepe 
paper, streamers, tape, and other arts and crafts. Decorating to be done by 5 pm. 
Sharon will bring a sheet cake or cookies for about 50 people.

Setup starts at 3:30, Gloria will bring balloons, cds with patriotic music, games, soccer 
balls, balls, and articles for races.  Jan will bring small Flags.  Someone should take 
pictures.

Next meeting

The next meeting will be August 14.

Adjourned at 7:50 pm.


