
Minutes for Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association 
Board Meeting

Thursday May 22, 2014

The Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association (PHNA) board of directors meeting was called to 
order at: 6:30 p.m. in the Swan Room of the Orchard Ridge UCC.  Board members in 
attendance were: Gloria Meyer, president and Sharon Whitney, treasurer and members Charley 
and Kristy Gamble secretary. We had five other members present who were block 
representatives ready to deliver newsletters for the membership drive.  

Membership Drive

We went over what was expected on the membership drive, including how and when to deliver 
the newsletters. We currently have 98 members and would like to reach 100. We need to make 
sure applications are filled out legibly so the treasurer can read them. 

Reports

Minutes were approved through e-mail.

Financial Report: Sharon Whitney, treasurer, reported that we had one expense for the 
newsletter printing and no income for the period of April 17 to today.

SWMCO. Gloria reported the SWMCO (Southwest Madison Community Organizers) 
were tied up in bylaws. They raised some issues about forming work groups, to consider 
housing issues, to get ideas to talk to the police district about plans for this summer. SWMCO 
talked about possibly forming an advisory committee for the police department and about the 
break-ins that have been happening around Jacobs Way, Frisch Road and the Hammersley 
area.  SWMCO meets the second Saturday of the month at 10 am in the Meadowood 
Neighborhood center.

In order to protect ourselves we are asked to call right away if you see someone suspicious in 
the area. The burglars are ringing the doorbells in an  area to see if someone is around using 
made up names if the doors are answered. It was suggested that at neighborhood meetings. we 
could talk about what we could do.

Neighborhood Watch. No report.

Neighborhood Resource Team (NRT)  Sharon reported that they will meet less 
frequently. They will be meeting quarterly. The stakeholders were invited for the first 
time for a retreat on Monday May 12. The city of Madison talked about racial equity and 
social equity. 

Madison Out of School Time  (MOST) is a group meeting about developing various 
activities to supplement or compliment the school days. The group includes city, schoo 
district, non-profit and other groups who are working on activities for summer and after 
school.



Discussions

The neighborhood center: The latest timeline is breaking ground in September and 
done by February 2015.  The city hired an operator, Wisconcon Youth Company who 
will have input on design and be more involved in the neighborhood to help them know 
what to expect. Their biggest emphasis will be on children and programs for them. They 
will do adult programs after that, dealing with jobs help, literacy help, counseling, or 
whatever might be needed. The center can be a conduit for other existing programs. 
There is a lot of community support.

Grant from city: Falk school programs included behavior training which just finished and 
worked out well. There will be a new principal at Falk. Orchard Ridge has a new 
principal. Girls Inc. for the 3rd through 5th grade will be twice a week and will run through 
the summer. We are thinking about suggesting a Kids Activity Day two or three times 
this summer. Falk Free Press helps literacy through making their own newspaper.

Message board at Pilgrim Park has been approved and we will be doing some planting 
around it after the city constructs it.

The board heard a report from the Waltham neighborhood which is considering 
affiliating with Prairie Hills until they can create their own neighborhood association.  
They are concerned about crime, possibly getting a neighborhood watch going over 
there. The park needs updating, newer equipment, the shelter needs to be fixed, etc. 
Also, walking to the Huegel school is treacherous. There will be a 4th of July parade that 
they do every year at 9:30 a.m.

Make Music Madison: PHNA signed up for Lucy Lincoln park from 2 to 4 on the 21st of 
June. PHNA signed up as a venue where people can  bring instruments and play.

July 4th Picnic: Friday at Pilgrim Park to start. May have two locations in the end, maybe 
alternate years. It wiill be from 4 to 6, informal, games for kids, bike parade, grills, brats 
hot dogs, buns, condiments, a dish to share.

Next meeting

The next meeting will be determined later.

Adjourned by 8 pm.


