
Minutes for Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association 
Board Meeting

Thursday April 17, 2014

The Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association (PHNA) board of directors meeting was called to 
order at: 6:35 p.m. at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  Board members in attendance were: 
Gloria Meyer, president; and Sharon Whitney, treasurer. Joan Brooks served as secretary in the 
absence of Kristy Gamble, secretary.

REPORTS
Minutes were distributed and accepted. 

Financial Report: Sharon Whitney, treasurer, reported a starting balance of $1.882.53.  After a 
correction and the payment of bills, the current balance is $1,761.97

SWMCO. Gloria reported that SWMCO (Southwest Madison Community Organizers) met on 
Saturday, April 12 and discussed recent disturbances in the Balsam-Russett area, specifically 
involving residents of the Road Home property.  A committee was created to contact the 
organization and see if improvements can be made.  SWMCO was awarded $9000 for a 
community survey of various areas in Southwest Madison.  They applied for $17,000 and 
probably need at least $12,000 to survey the 700 people needed for the survey’s validity.  The 
survey will include Theresa/Hammersley and surrounding areas, the Balsam/Russett area and 
some areas in Greentree and Orchard Ridge. 

SWMCO members also discussed the upcoming forums sponsored by Today Not Tomorrow to 
gain better cooperation between the police and the neighborhoods.  The first forum will be help 
in the Theresa/Hammersley neighborhood.  There is a meeting on May 5 to discuss the forum.

Neighborhood Watch. No report.

Neighborhood Resource Team (NRT)  Sharon reported that the Hammersley/Theresa NRT met 
to discuss the results of the survey they took of residents to see what the budget priorities will 
be.  The one common element was support for the proposed neighborhood center on Theresa 
Terrace.  Funding of $51,000 originally for the operation of the center will be distributed as 
follows: $25,000 for a summer program for Falk students and $26,000 for preparation for the 
opening of the center in early 2015.  There was a regional NRT meeting with the ParkRidge/
Park Edge NRT, the Meadowood NRT and the Hammersley/Theresa NRT.  Communication was 
an important part of the discussion.

Neighborhood Center.  A meeting was held on April 9 with the architect who showed drawing for 
the proposed center.  And, a new timeline was presented that would result in construction not 
being started until September and not being finished until February. The board expressed strong 
feelings about the slowness of the process and passed a resolution to send a letter to the head 
of the Community Development Division concerning the slowness of the process.



A request for proposals to run the center has been issued and an operator will be selected by 
summer. There will be no separate program for the Hammersley/Theresa area.  Extra funding 
will be made available to Safe Haven to provide more scholarships for neighborhood children.

OLD BUSINESS
Message Board.  A message board for Pilgrim Park will be recommended for approval at the 
next Common Council meeting on April 29.  

Landlords’ Meeting.  A Landlords’ meeting was held Wednesday, April 16, with a small 
attendance.  Several suggestions were made at the meeting, including more fines for landlords 
who do receive citations for their property and a requirement of taking a class on being a good 
landlord.  The board is mulling over next steps.

Park Clean-Up.  Clean ups were scheduled for Lucy Lincoln Hiestand for April 28 and May 3 for 
Pilgrim Park.  The board discussed publicity.vv

Waltham Area.  Gloria invited interested members of the Waltham area to come to a board 
meeting.  They were unable to attend the current meeting but would like to attend a later one.

NEW BUSINESS
Since there is no active vice president, the board designated the following line of responsibility 
should the president be unable to perform her duties:  Treasurer Sharon Whitney (first) and 
Secretary Kristy Gamble (second).  

The membership drive will be in June.  Board members will look for additional people to deliver 
newsletters and hold a block representative meeting on Mary 22.  At that time newsletters and 
revised hand-outs will be passed out as well as a script for the block representatives to use.  
The board also reviewed last year’s newsletter and made some suggestions.  One was to 
include more future articles and less on past activities.  

Gloria also said she would look into Make Music Madison and the use of the parks for a July 4 
picnic.

The next meeting will be a combined board meeting and block representative meeting on May 
22.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40.


