
Minutes for Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association 
Board Meeting

Thursday March 20, 2014

The Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association (PHNA) board of directors meeting was called to 
order at: 6:35 p.m. at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  Board members in attendance were: 
Gloria Meyer, president; Sharon Whitney, treasurer; and Kristy Gamble, secretary. Eight 
additional PHNA members attended.

Information--Madison Assessments

City assessors JoAnn Terasa, Scott Matthews and David Wilson presented information about 
how assessments are conducted in Madison.  In Wisconsin the municipal and contractor 
assessors must be certified and are renewed every five years. They discover and value taxable 
properties and attempt to treat everyone fairly.

They reviewed the key steps in the property assessment process. A hand-out was provided. The 
first step is establish new assessments from January through April. Every house and 
neighborhood are evaluated every year based on primary sales. Sales compared to 
assessments are how changes are made. Improvements are considered as well.

The second step is the appeals process which occurs from May to August. Appeals must be in 
at least 48 hours prior to the meeting of the board of review which begins the second Monday in 
May through the entire 30 day period.

The third step is to conduct property inspections from September through December, when the 
assessors pick neighborhoods for physical inspections of homes. They leave door hangers if no 
one is home to call and schedule appointment and send the card in the mail when they come 
through. If they do not get any response, the assessors will assume everything is up to date.

Permits for repairs such as siding and roof replacements go to the assessorʼs office where they 
will then either cause the assessment to go up or down or remain the same. Updates to the 
interior make the house more valuable.

The affective age of the house will alter appreciation.  A no renovations house will be older, with 
renovations house newer. The location and not the house can drive the price and what people 
are willing to pay to live there. If someone on the block does renovations it will affect the 
assessments of the rest of the houses on the block.  People  are encouraged to call. The 
assessors  are always willing to answer whatever questions people may have.

Reports

Minutes were approved through e-mail.

Financial Report: Sharon Whitney, treasurer, reported that there was no income and no 
expenses between the last meeting in February and present. We are currently up to 98 
members.



SWMCO. Gloria reported that SWMCO (Southwest Madison Community Organizers) is 
applying for an Emerging Opportunity grant to do a community survey which includes 
the Theresa/Hammersley and surrounding areas, the Balsam/Russett area and some 
areas in Greentree and Orchard Ridge. They will do individual interviews, with 
interviewers hired from the neighborhood so that 75% of the grant funds can come back 
into the community.  It is hoped that the people who conduct the surveys stay and then 
work through reforms. 

Neighborhood Watch. No report.

Neighborhood Resource Team (NRT)  Sharon reported that they will meet less 
frequently. They want to work on a survey to provide information for the next city budget, 
reorganization of public health. 

Metro busing system is looking into route scheduling for route 50. We are urging 
residents to contact city council members to increase the coverage. Route 52 is covered 
and paid for by Fitchburg. We want the buses to run every half hour instead of every 
hour. Next transportation meeting will be in April.

Discussions

Police Activity and Safety Concerns.  The board talked about the police department. The 
update includes a lot of break-in activity in the area right now. The burglaries in the area 
are being done by people ringing the doorbell to see if anyone is home then going 
around back to break in. Police are stepping up patrols in the neighborhood. The 
burglaries are happening late afternoon to early evening. If residents see any one 
casing the area, they are encouraged to phone it in.

The West District is starting Focussed Deterrence which is like an intervention. They are 
asking people from the neighborhood to be involved.

Other activities. Theresa Terrace now has a sign for the new center; the old building will 
be demolished soon. The city wants to have someone hired by summer for summer 
activities.

Grant for Message board in Pilgrim Park was sent in. The activities we proposed to do 
around it will be planting, park cleanup and picnic. We will know in a couple of weeks if 
grant was approved or not.

Falk Supper:  Will be held March 25  from 6 to 8.  There will be an open gym at same 
time for the kids.

Landlords: Balsam and Leland meetings going well. PHNA wants to start a landlordsʼ 
group.  Discussion included looking at possibly getting Westbrook, Raymond, Adderbury 



groups as well. PHNA will work first with Hammersley/Theresa since we have contact 
information for that area.

Events calendar: April 3rd landlords meeting. Picnic for July 4th. Gloria will look into the 
need for permits.

New Business

A Dog Park has been requested for the Lucy Lincoln Park but it doesnʼt seem like a 
good fit--small size and other youth activities planned. There is a possibility near Elver 
Park behind the fire station. It is important to find a place that would have decent 
parking as well.

Make Music Madison: June 21st In Lucy Lincoln or Pilgrim Park. We need to look into 
what is required, encourage people to go to a spot at a specific time and play, promote 
the celebration.

Polling Place: polling site has been changed to Huegel Makes it hard for some residents 
to go. 

Waltham: wants to join PHNA.  The board is reacting favorably but would like to hear 
from the residents.  Gloria is to invite them to the next board meeting.

Next meeting

The next meeting was set for April 17, at 6:30

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.


