
Minutes 
Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association

Annual Meeting
Thursday, September 19, 2013

The Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association annual meeting was called to order at 6:35 
p.m. at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church.  

Program
Gloria Meyer, president, introduced guests and reviewed the past and present of the 
Prairie Hills neighborhood with a slide presentation.  Slides were provided by James 
Whitney and Bill and Jan Minardi.  Sharon Whitney gave a brief presentation on the 
neighborhood 40 years ago. 

Gloria recognized Tana Banak as a past president and commended her for her work and 
accomplishments.

Matt Phair, District #20 Alder, gave an overview of the current situation in the Prairie Hills 
neighborhood.  He reviewed the safety initiative which began last summer and continued 
this year.  It included police on buses, work with landlords and drug enforcement in the 
Theresa/Hammerley neighborhood.  

Positive elements this year included the purchase of property for a neighborhood center, 
summer programming and after-school programming for kids, and the hiring of 37 
people in the neighborhood by Hy-Vee. In addition, the renovation of the library and 
Meadowood Neighborhood Center is progressing and slated to be completed by next 
summer.  

He also indicated that the school district and the city will be working more closely 
together on a variety of issues because of a new committee of the Common Council 
which he chairs.  A coalition of organizations is working on school improvement and out 
of school time.

Members of the audience raised a number of concerns, including problems landlords 
were experiencing with the neighborhood officer and ways to improve the atmosphere in 
the Theresa/Hammersley neighborhood.

Business Meeting
Diana Pastrana, secretary, reported that the minutes were approved by email and are 
available on the Prairie Hills website.  Sharon Whitney, treasurer, reported a beginning 
balance in September, 2012 of  $1,368.67, income of $772, expenses of $333,02 and an 
ending balance of $1,807.65 in the treasury.  

The following officers were elected for a two-year term;

Sharon Whitney, treasurer
Gloria Meyer, president



Gloria then reviewed plans for the coming year.  In the next year, she said the board will 
work to increase membership and member participation, hold community suppers at 
Falk and Huegel in conjunction with the PTAʼs, obtain a message board for Pilgrim Park, 
continue working with the Theresa/Hammersley neighborhood, and continue to hold 
board meetings with speakers, open to the membership.

A neighborhood watch program will also be started and Kevin Wymore will be in charge.  
Kevin mentioned a training he attended and the listserv (yahoo group) that can be used 
for watch purposes.

Door prizes were awarded and the meeting was adjourned at 8:00.


