
Minutes for Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association 
Board Meeting

Thursday, October 17, 2013

The Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association (PHNA) board of directors meeting was called to 
order at: 6:35 p.m in the Good Shepherd Room of the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  Board 
members In attendance were: Gloria Meyer, president and Sharon Whitney, treasurer and 
members Barbara Herbsleb and Kristen and Charles Gamble. 

Information Section

Mike Bruce, a social worker with Joining Forces for Families, part of Dane County Human 
Services, spoke about subsidized housing in Madison.  The three major kinds of subsidized 
housing in Madison are Section 8, public housing and subsidized private housing. 

Section 8 involves the use of vouchers which potential tenants can use to obtain housing from 
any willing landlord.  Under Section 8, renters cannot pay more than 30 percent of their income 
for housing and utilities combined. The rest is paid by the federal government.  Under Section 8 
tenants must sign a family responsibility agreement which states that loss of a Section 8 
voucher can occur if there is violence, drugs, or guns found on site or if the person fails to pay 
rent and utilities when leaving the rental.  There is a long list of applicants for Section 8.  No new 
vouchers have been granted since 2007.

There is virtually no public housing, owned by the city, in the Prairie Hills Neighborhood.  There 
is some private subsidized housing at Wexford Ridge and Terrace West (on Raymond Road).  
Both types have the same income requirements as Section 8. The Hammersley/Theresa 
Terrace area has a high  concentration of Section 8 housing.

There is a subsidized housing crisis right now in Madison.  The vacancy rate for low-income 
housing is currently two percent.

Mike discussed temporary options for people who lose their housing and become homeless.  
The average homeless person now in Madison is a child.  Options are extremely limited, 
especially for those with families.

Mike also passed out some information on AB183, a new law affecting landlords and tenants.

Reports

Financial Report: Sharon Whitney, treasurer, reported $135 in membership fees, $40 in 
contributions and a balance of $1,812.53. So far, there are 84 paid memberships of which 45 
are new.

SWMCO. Gloria reported on the SWMCO meeting that took place on October 12.  
SWMCO is working on learning more about various law enforcement strategies.  They 
are investigating the High Point plan and looking at neighborhood policing in Madison.
The organization has been engaged in strategic planning and becoming a 501C3.  The 
cost for filing for 501C3 status is $500.



Neighborhood Resource Team (NRT)  Sharon reported that the team is going to meet 
every other month to make things easier for city staff.  ! !
!
Neighborhood Watch. No report.
!
Neighborhood Activities.  Gloria reported that the Hammersley/Theresa neighborhood 
was awarded an Emerging Opportunities grant which will fund programs for kids at Falk 
School. The Southwest area was also awarded two more grants--one for employment 
and one for mentoring youth through sports. The Boys and Girls Club of Dane County is 
sponsoring field trips with money left over from the summer camp held at Falk School.  

Discussions
!
Diana Pastrana is moving and will be tending her resignation as secretary of Prairie 
Hills. Kristen Gamble volunteered to try out the position for the next couple of meetings. 

The group discussed what to do for members without emails.  The suggestion was 
made to ask them what they would like in the way of information before designing any 
new information pieces. !
!
The group discussed holding  community suppers in conjunction with the PTOs at Falk 
and Huegel schools. If a park clean-up is held this fall, the members agreed to fund the 
refreshments.  Deon Caruthers at Falk may be recruiting a group of kids to clean up 
Lucy Lincoln Hiestand Park.  Keith Swartz may be willing to organize a similar clean-up 
at either Pilgrim Park or the drainage ditch next spring.  

Problems with the Yahoo listserv were discussed.  Nextdoor was recommended by 
some folks from the Orchard Ridge Association.  The group suggested getting more 
information. 

Next meeting
The next meeting was set for December 5.  The group would like to learn more about 
the Road Home, a program for the homeless, at the next meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30.
!


