
Minutes for Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association Board Meeting
Thursday, April 25, 2013

The Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association (PHNA) board meeting was called to order at 6:30 
p.m. at the West District community room.  Ali Brooks, youth organizer for Southwest Madison, 
presented information on her work with neighborhood youth.  She described the YES group of 
high school students who were addressing the achievement gap and the Meadowood teens 
who are looking into adult-teen interaction.  This group will be presenting information at a Prairie 
Hills membership meeting on May 16. 

Ali also reported on the formation of an Odd Jobs group who are available to do various kinds of 
work for Southwest residents. Ali mentioned a Girls Conference that will be held June 8, 
planned by high school students, represented by Alexia Freeman. Ali also mentioned a meeting 
on May 4 about gang violence. Ali indicated that the Meadowood students would probably be 
interested in doing park clean up again.  

 Attending were: Gloria Meyer, president; Kevin Wymore; vice president; Sharon Whitney, 
treasurer; and Diana Pastrana, Secretary. The minutes were approved by email and are 
available on the Prairie Hills website.  Sharon Whitney, treasurer, reported a balance of 
$1,333.19 in the treasury and 91paid memberships. The treasurerʼs report was approved as 
submitted.  The board voted to dispense with the post office box and use Sharonʼs home 
address instead, saving $58 a year.

Reports
Gloria Meyer reported on the Southwest Madison Community Organizers (SWMCO) meeting. 
The application for the Bryne grant application, a Department of Justice program, was accepted 
for review.  She reported that 37 people who had attended SWMCO employment workshops 
were hired by Hy-Vee. SWMCO is currently discussing the advisability of applying for 501C3 
status.  A committee of SWMCO is working on a resource database that would might work in 
connection with 211.  

Gloria reported that currently house meetings are being held in the Theresa/Hammersley 
neighborhood to determine programming and build support for the center.  A summer program 
for neighborhood children is not yet funded.  

Sharon Whitney reported on the Neighborhood Resource Team meeting.  The resource team 
serves the Hammersley/Theresa and Park Ridge/Park Edge neighborhoods.  The team consists 
largely of representatives of various city departments and stakeholders, like the neighborhood 
association.  Sharon reported that the team decided not to break into a separate team for Park 
Ridge/Park Edge.  She said that the West District police will be going door to door with 
information about how they will be handling policing this summer.  There will be extra patrol 
officers on evenings and weekends.  The attendees also discussed getting more positive 
information out about the neighborhood, celebrating the wins.

Old Business

The board then discussed plans for the May 16 general meeting at Orchard Ridge Church, 
including room set-up and refreshments.  They also discussed the upcoming garage sale 



weekend, May 17 and 18.  Diana will advertise on Craigʼs list and Sharon will buy an ad in the 
newspaper if enough interest is demonstrated.  

The board also decided to provide food for the block captains meeting May 30.  

A printed newsletter for the membership drive in June was discussed.  The contents and printing 
were discussed.  The board set a park clean-up day of June 1 for Lucy Lincoln Hiestand Park 
and June 8 for Pilgrim Park. 

New Business
Kevin Wymore raised the issue of leases being ignored and too many people being housed in 
neighborhood apartments and duplexes.  He raised the concern that housing inspectors need to 
deal with this problem.  He also raised a concern that the quarterly police department meetings 
were no longer being held and that there was a need for them.`

The next meeting is the general membership meeting.  The board may choose to meet briefly 
before or after the Block Captainʼs meeting on May 30.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00.


