
Minutes for Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association
Thursday, January 17, 2013

The Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association (PHNA) board meeting was called to order at 
6:35 p.m. at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church.  Attending were: Gloria Meyer, president; 
Kevin Wymore, vice president; Sharon Whitney, treasurer, Diana Pastrana, Secretary 
and Jonathon Salsbury, block captain. 

The minutes were approved by email and are available on the Prairie Hills website.  
Sharon Whitney, treasurer, reported a balance of $1,313.19 in the treasury and 87 paid 
memberships. The treasurerʼs report was approved as submitted.

Reports

Gloria Meyer reported on recent activities and meetings.  She reported that progress 
was being made on obtaining city of Madison purchase of a neighborhood house for the 
Theresa/Hammersley neighborhood.   She also reported that the Holiday Splash Party 
given for neighborhood children was a success.  Sharon Whitney reported on a 
combined holiday party sponsored by all four neighborhood associations at the 
Meadowood Center.  

Gloria announced a the Meadowood Community Supper to be held February 12 at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church.  She also reported that Alison Brooks, youth organizer, was 
working with a group of students who wanted to do presentations on diversity issues.  
The board discussed approaching her for a possible membership meeting in April.  The 
discussion included having a youth panel and/or having someone from the police 
department who does diversity training.  Gloria was instructed to make further inquiries.

Gloria reported that the Common Council approved funding for the expansion of the 
Meadowridge Library.  Southwest Madison agreed to raise $30,000 for the expansion, 
working with Friends of the Meadowridge Library.  Larry Nelson of the Orchard Ridge 
neighborhood association was taking the lead.  

Old Business

The board approved the letter of support for the Theresa/Hammersley neighborhood 
house, drafted by Gloria, to be sent to the relevant committees and the Common 
Council.

The board discussed what to do about members without emails.  Gloria volunteered to 
draft a letter and Sharon volunteered to send copies to the members without emails.  
The board discussed membership recruitment and decided to encourage non-members 
who receive emails to join.  

New Business

Kevin proposed that Prairie Hills have a candidates forum for the aldermanic election to 
occur on April 2.  Kevin said having PHNA sponsor a candidate forum would promote 



interest in the association, increase membership in PHNA  and promote the democratic 
process.  Gloria pointed out that previous forums were sponsored by all four 
associations and, even then, only about 50 people attended.  After further discussion, 
the board voted 3-0, with Kevin abstaining, not to hold its own candidate forum for the 
aldermanic election.  The board voted 2-1 to hold a forum with the other two or three 
associations if they are interested.  Again, Kevin, being a candidate for alder for District 
20, abstained from voting.

The board discussed future meetings, deciding that Mike Bruce of Joining Forces for 
Families would be invited to speak at the next board meeting, Feb. 21.  

Gloria reported that Tara Keenan has agreed to head an events committee.  The board 
discussed the kind of events that might be included: ice cream social, neighborhood 
coffees, community garage sale, etc.  Diana suggested that we concentrate more on 
helping the neighborhoods within Prairie Hills host their own activities.  She agreed to 
work with Tara on this.  

The board also discussed having a block captain meeting in the spring and changing the 
name to block representative.  The board members also decided to individually review 
the by-laws for the next meeting.

The next meeting was set for February 21 at the West District Station community room.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15.


