
Minutes for Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association
Thursday, November 8, 2012

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. Present were president, 
Gloria Meyer;  vice president, Kevin Wymore; treasurer, Sharon Whitney; and block captains,Tamar 
Pardee and Dan Parker.

Housing/Community organizer, John Wroten reported on his activities.  He is working under a two-year 
contract supported by a grant from Orchard Ridge United Church of Christ.  Funds were raised by the 
church members.  The Madison Public Health Department has also partnered with the church.  John 
works on housing and mobility issues in the Southwest Madison area. There is a high turnover in 
housing in the area.  He also assists residents at the Meadowood Neighborhood Center on 
Wednesdays with job search, application letters and resumes.  Jobs assistance is a priority since some 
residents are lacking in education and job skills.  John has experienced difficulty with conflicts between 
the areaʼs ethnic groups.  He expressed interest in helping residents in the Theresa Terrace/Bettyʼs 
Lane /Hammersley Road/Prairie Road area.

Reports

The minutes were approved by email as amended. The treasurerʼs report showed Income including 
memberships and contributions of $25, expenses for coffees in the park and the annual meeting of 
$150.48 for a current balance of $1,238.19 with an additional $70 in the PayPal account.  We currently 
have 86 paid members.

Gloria and Sharon reported on the Mayorʼs Conference held on October 13th.  It was called “a gathering 
of the zealous nuts of Madison”.  They attended several workshops and got suggestions for working 
with a neighborhood association.  One workshop was on diversity training.  Board hopes to get the 
Madison Police Department presenters to do a presentation for the PHNA members, probably in the 
early spring.

Gloria reported on the community survey and supper to be held at Falk School on Saturday, November 
10th.  Participants will be surveyed by UW students to determine what they need in a proposed 
neighborhood house and support services. The Public Health Department and the Boys and Girls Club 
will help with the meal.

Gloria reported that the City Council vote on the proposed neighborhood house on Theresa Terrace has 
been delayed until January of 2013.  A report on neighborhood houses/community centers is being 
done but has not been released.  Funding for these centers will not be apportioned until the report is 
released and Council vote takes place.  Board members expressed support for the proposed 
neighborhood house.

Sharon reported on a holiday party being planned for Saturday, December 8th at the Meadowood 
Community from 1 to 3 p. m.  The four area neighborhood associations will each provide two 
volunteers, six dozen cookies and fruit juice. A few simple art activities will be available for the children.



Additional discussions included a possible summer festival, the new message board in Lucy Lincoln 
Park, the PHNA listserv, and the possible enlargement of the Meadowridge Library and Meadowood 
Community Center.

 The third Thursday of the month was chosen as the tentative date for board meetings. The next 
meeting is scheduled for January 17, 2013.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:30.

 
  


