
Minutes for Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association
Thursday, August 16, 2012

 
The Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association (PHNA) board meeting was called to order by 
President Gloria Meyer at 6:35 p.m. at the West District Police Station community room.  Other 
board members present were Kevin Wymore, vice president and Sharon Whitney, treasurer.  
Absent Diana Pastrana, secretary.  Tamar Pardee, block captain also joined the meeting later.
 
Minutes of the July 26th meeting were accepted as distributed by email.  The financial report 
showed a current balance of $1,348.67 with an additional $65 in the PayPal account..  
Information was given about use of PayPal to collect yearly dues.  It was decided to continue 
this use of PayPal.  There are currently 78 paid members of PHNA.
 
Report from Alder
Alder Matt Phair reported on neighborhood matters.  A number of changes are being made to 
the Theresa Terrace area.  Speed bumps will be installed in the street, the speed limit on 
Hammersley  from Brookwood to Frisch streets will be reduced from 30 miles per hour to 25 and 
Improvements are being made to the stairs on Hammersley Road leading to Falk School.  A 
calendar of the meetings related to the 2013 Capitol Budget was provided.  Kevin and Sharon 
were asked to attend the Sept. 4th City Council meeting when the Executive Budget will be 
introduced.  Information regarding  the possibility of a community center in the Elver Park area 
and/or a neighborhood house in the Theresa Terrace-Hammersley Road-Prairie Road area  was 
given.  Phair also gave information on two recent area crimes; a drug bust on Russett Road and 
a shooting on Raymond Road.
 
Other Reports
Gloria gave several reports from meetings she had attended.  Mayor Soglin along with members 
of the Neighborhood Resource Team visited the Theresa Terrace area on August 7th to gain 
information for decisions about area improvement.  In a meeting with police, members of the 
Southwest Madison Community Organizers (SWMCO) discussed proactive reporting of area 
crime incidents, turn-over of neighborhood police officers, complaints about 911 Dispatch and 
the need for more prompt update of crime incidence reports.  It was suggested that a flyer 
explaining how and when to call police would be helpful to PHNA residents.

At a meeting regarding area traffic calming, the improvements mentioned in Alder Phairʼs report 
were discussed as were safety issues at the Hammersley Road entrance to Whitney Way and 
traffic/parking problems around Falk School.  Speeding issues were reported on Frisch Road 
North of Hammersley and on Tottenham/Jacobs Way streets.

The message board grant was approved after requested changes and will soon be installed in 
Lucy Lincoln Hiestand Park.  The City Park Department will pay for the required cement pad 
and PHNA will provide the required plantings at the base of the board.  Thank you, Gloria for 
seeing this process through to completion.  Board members were given a picture and a diagram 
of the board placement. 
 
Email questionnaires about starting a listserv were sent to ninety PHNA members with about 
thirty-four responding as interested in this.  Respondents preferred a listserv over using 
Facebook to communicate.  Discussed was allowing non-member residents use of the listserv.  
We will ask the other area neighborhood associations what their policies are.



 
It was decided to have two “Coffees In the Park” instead of an ice cream social.  Kevin is in 
charge of the coffee in Lucy Lincoln Hiestand Park on Saturday, September 8th and Sharon will 
handle the coffee in Pilgrim Park on Saturday, September 15th.  Block captains will be asked to 
distribute flyers inviting all Prairie Hills residents to their area coffee and to attend the annual 
meeting this fall.
 
A date will be set later for the annual meeting since we want to invite Mayor Soglin to speak and 
need to accommodate to his schedule.  We also want to have Val Vance give a short report on 
the needs of the Hammersley Road-Theresa Terrace-Prairie Road area.  Alder Matt Phair will be 
invited to give a short report on work being done or proposed for area improvement.  Kevin 
requested time to discuss the possible plans for an Elver Park area community center. 
 
Topics suggested for fall and winter board meetings  included: Saturday Job Center provided by 
Good Shepherd Church; introduction of new neighborhood police officer, Caleb Johnson; Karen 
Deaton discussing the Community Gardens; Ali Brooks, youth organizer; Becky Jenn, 
neighborhood watch leader for Orchard Ridge, the director of the dispatch center; and a report 
from Joining Forces for Families program in the Russett Road area.  Having a panel of 
teenagers was also suggested for either a board meeting or a larger membership meeting.
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30.  Date of the next PHNA board meeting is to be determined.
 
                                                                                        Respectfully submitted,
                                                                                       
 
 
                                                                                         Sharon Whitney, treasurer
                                                                                          (in secretaryʼs absence)


