
Minutes for Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association
Thursday, July 26, 2012

The Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association (PHNA) board meeting was called to order at 6:35 p. m.  
at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church by Gloria Meyer, president. Attending were:  Kevin Wymore, vice 
president; Diana Pastrana, secretary; and Sharon Whitney, treasurer. Also attending were block 
captains Tamar Pardee, Tara Keenan and Margie Schwantes. 

Presentation by Officer Shane Olson
Shane Olson, who is the prevention and gang officer, gave information about the types of gangs in 
Southwest Madison.  Most of the gang members are associated with Young Fellas and Young Females 
and live in the Theresa Terrace, Raymond Road and Park Edge/Park Ridge neighborhoods.  The 
largest number are sophomores although some are as young as sixth grade.  

Most of their activity involves other youth: snatching IPODs, punching and taking property and fights.  
The gangs are open to anyone and girls are increasing active and engaged in fighting.

The goal of the gang unit is prevention and interventions which includes home visits. Some of the 
families have mental health and other problems and need to be connected with social services. A 
second goal is suppression of activity.  This may involve arrest and/or removal from the community.

Neighbors were encouraged to report gang activity, call 243-0500 if graffiti is found and support 
activities like Wisconsin Youth Company, Boys and Girls Clubs, etc.

Treasurerʼs Report
The minutes had been previously approved via email.  Sharon Whitney, treasurer  reported a balance 
of  $1328.67 on July 26, 2012.  Income for the period from June 14, 2012 to July 26 included $155 in 
memberships and $60 in contributions. The only expense was $58 for the post office box. 

Alderʼs Report
Matt Phair, alder for District 20, reported on the Southwest Safety Initiative which provided $30,000 in 
overtime for West District police from May to September and more police on buses.  He also discussed 
a proposal to purchase the former Griffʼs restaurant for a community center.  The proposal is to include 
this purchase in the mayorʼs capital budget with a cost of approximately $400,000 to buy the property 
and $400,000 to renovate it.  The city would not run the center but non-profit organization partners can 
be found.  He also reported that the study of neighborhoods is due to be released within two or three 
weeks. Discussion followed.

Other Reports
Gloria Meyer reported that the South West Madison Community Organizers (SWMCO) group which 
consists of the four associations, Hammersley neighborhood residents, public health nurses and other 
interested parties, continues to meet.  Within the next two weeks, members of the organization will 
meet with the West District police about safety concerns.  

There is also a meeting scheduled with David Dryer, the city traffic engineer, about street calming 
procedures.  Areas to be discussed include:  Theresa Terrace, Hammersley Road, Jacobʼs Way and 
Frisch Street.  Diana Pastrana suggested adding Tottenham Road.  The intersection of Whitney Way 
and Hammersley Road was also added to the agenda.



Tamar reported that the Kids Activity Days are going well and thanked those who have contributed.  
The neighbors are pitching in and programs from UW departments have added to the educational 
contact, including “The Wonders of Physics,”  the Space Place and others.

SWMCO is also working with the Theresa Terrace neighborhood on obtaining a neighborhood house 
that can be used for programming for children and adults.

Gloria reported that a survey Prairie Hills conducted on the cultural divide program suggested additional 
programs on teens, including a panel of teens.  She will contact the Meadowood Center and others to 
see about this.

Discussions
Gloria brought up the idea of a listserv, like those that Orchard Ridge and Greentree have.  Members of 
the listserv can offer information and discussion about a variety of items, including recommendations 
for services, safety concerns, items for sale, activities, etc.  It was decided that a survey of the 
membership would be taken to see if there was interest in a listserv and in using Facebook for the 
same purpose.

The group discussed having ice cream socials in late August in Lucy Lincoln Hiestand Park and in 
Pilgrim Park.  The general meeting, to take place in September, was also discussed with the idea of 
asking Mayor Soglin to attend and perhaps have a panel of others. This would be further discussed at 
the next meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 and the next board meeting was set for August 16 at 6:30 at the 
West Police District community room.  


