
Minutes for Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association
Thursday, June 14, 2012

The Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association (PHNA) board meeting was called to order at 6:30 p. m.  
at the Madison West Police District Community Room by Gloria Meyer, president. Attending were:  
Sharon Whitney, treasurer and Gloria Meyer, president.  Absent was Kevin Wymore, vice president.  
Also attending were block captains Tamar Pardee, Diana Pastrana and Margie Schwantes as well as 
five members of the association. 

Presentation by Lt. John Patterson
Lt. John Patterson of the West District, gave a presentation on police calls and responses.  There are 
85 officers assigned to the West District Police Station, which covers the largest area in Madison with 
more than 80,000 residents.  There are more crimes in the West District than in other districts in the 
city.  Lt. Patterson summarized the responsibilities if West District police staff members.  There are five 
patrol shifts daily with night shifts having a higher number of personnel.  The 3-11 shift has the highest 
number of officers assigned.

In addition to the beat officers, there are community policing teams and an educational response officer 
at all the high schools. In the Prairie Hills neighborhood a community officer covers the Park Ridge/Park 
Edge and  Hammersley/Theresa areas.  Information on area crimes can be found at 
www.crimereports.com.

If an area resident needs to call the police he/she should call 911 for fire or police emergency. For non-
emergencies, call 255-2345.  For minor incidences (stolen bikes, minor property damage), the caller 
may be asked to complete a self-report form at www.madisonpolice.com.  All Madison police officers do 
traffic enforcement duty when not on active response.  During very busy times, they are not available 
for non-injury crashes.  

Lt. Patterson can be reached at jpatterson@cityofmadison.com or 233-0504.  The neighborhood officer 
primarily covering the Hammersley area, Brad Ware, can be reached at bware@cityofmadison.com of 
243-0522.  Lt. Patterson suggested that email is the most efficient way to reach both officers.  A 
question and answer period followed.

Reports
The minutes had been previously approved via email.  Sharon Whitney, treasurer  reported a balance 
of  $1081.67 on May 10.  Income for the period ending June 14, 2012 included $95 for 19 memberships 
and $95 in contributions added to some membership checks.  Thank you! The only expense was a 
$100 contribution to the Vision Beyond Bars project of Richard Harris, speaker at the May 24th 
meeting.   Ending balance was $1117.67.  Current membership for the 2012-2013 which begins June 1 
is 36.

Gloria Meyer reported that the South West Madison Community Organizers (SWMCO) group which 
consists of the four associations, Hammersley neighborhood residents, public health nurses and other 
interested parties, continues to meet.  The group has just had  a cultural differences training and is 
working on expanding it to more individuals in the Southwest area.  SWMCO is working with the 
Hammersley Area Neighbors on a weekly activity day on Theresa Terrace, open to neighborhood 
children aged 5-17.  Arts and crafts, sports and games, and presentations from UW kids-oriented 
groups are being offered each Monday afternoon from June 18 to August 27.  A car wash and rummage 
sale held at Our Redeemer Church raised funds for the program.  
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Discussions
 A discussion was held regarding the current membership drive.  It was decided that block captains will 
distribute information and forms in their areas.  In those areas lacking block captains, an effort will be 
made to find an individual wiling to distribute materials.  An email will be sent to all members to 
encourage renewal and to non-members to join.  The board is also working on plans to cover 
unrepresented areas.

Since the board secretary position is now vacant an appeal was made for a volunteer to take on the 
role of secretary.  Diana Pastrana offered to assume the position of secretary but may not be able to 
attend all board meetings.  

The newsletter was also discussed.  A monthly email newsletter will continue to be emailed to 
members, but it was suggested and approved that more current notices of events be provided as 
needed. 

Suggestions for programs as part of board meetings were offered by those attending.  These included 
presentations on gangs, traffic calming, neighborhood watch, report from our alder, more on cultural 
differences.  Gloria said she would look into these programs and would take a survey regarding the 
cultural differences program presented in May.

A number of activities were suggested for the association to undertake.  These included a July 4th kids 
parade, fall bonfire, block parties, coffees in the park and an ice cream social.  Since time is short for a 
July 4th parade this year, this activity may be planned for next year.  Gloria said she will check to see if 
SWMCO is planning an ice cream social.  If not, Prairie Hills may have one at the end of the summer in 
Elver Park.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 and the next board meeting was set for July 26 at 6:30 at Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 1701 McKenna.  The board was happy to see members and block 
captains at the meeting.  Notification of topic and date will be given before the next meeting.


