
Minutes for Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association
Thursday, September 22, 2011

The Prairie Hills Neighborhood Association (PHNA) annual membership meeting was called to order at 
7:05 p. m. at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church by Tania Banak, president of the association. Other 
board members attending were:  Gloria Meyer, secretary, and Sharon Whitney, treasurer.  
Approximately 50 people were in attendance.

The meeting began with a presentation by Police Chief Noble Wray who stressed the importance of 
neighborhood associations and discussed 11 items that residents can use to assess the character of 
their neighborhood.  He also discussed positive steps being taken to improve the quality of life in the 
Prairie Hills neighborhood.  

Wray was followed by Kris Anderson, assistant director of the Meadowood Neighborhood Center; Mary 
Lou Grzadzielewski, representing the Wisconsin Youth Company; Alison Brooks, newly-hired youth 
organizer; and Brad Ware, Hammersley and Park Edge neighborhood police officer.  Each speaker 
presented information on current neighborhood programs, especially those for youth.

Business Meeting
During the business meeting, the minutes were approved and the treasurer reported a balance of 
$387.55.

The following officers were elected:  president, Tania Banak; and treasurer, Sharon Whitney.  Secretary 
and vice president are elected on even numbered years and so were not elected at this meeting.  Since 
the office of vice president was vacant, Kevin Wymore volunteered to serve until the election in 2012.

Tania reported on the association’s plan to use block captains as the primary means of communication 
and organization and requested members to volunteer.  She also reported on the committees being 
formed in the association.  They are:

• Promoting attractive homes and yards
• Social events
• Issues for older residents
• Safety issues
• Activities for children and youth
• Other

She asked the audience for other suggestions for action.  Problems with disrespectful youth, fighting 
and poor lighting were discussed, as well as neighborhood upkeep.

Tania thanked Leadership Greater Madison for all their help in planning and preparing for the meeting.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30.


